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HighLife
FA L L L I N E V A I L . C O M

he crisp Colorado fall mornings set 
in a couple of weeks ago in the high 

country. Then the bright 
yellow colors started pop-

ping from the aspen groves. Colo-
rado’s leaf-peeping season is upon 
us. Time to hop in the car and enjoy 
a spectacular drive to your favorite 
mountain town. Or, maybe visit a 
town in Colorado to which you’ve 
never been before. Here are some of 
the most spectacular fall aspen leaf 

drives from Vail that end at a 
fun destination.

OVER INDEPENDENCE 
PASS TO SNOWMASS

Some of Colorado’s mountain 
passes are not for the faint of heart, 
Independence Pass included. This 
pass is paved the entire way so no 
four-wheel drive is needed. But 
it is a winding road with steep 
cliffs. However, these characteris-
tics yield some of Colorado’s most 

spectacular fall golden aspen colors.
Make your way over to Snow-

mass at a leisurely pace. This ski 
town built up the mountainside 
charmed our entire family. Take a 
hike on the Rim trail and find the 
Yin-Yang about a mile and a half 
in. You will enjoy spectacular views 
of the mountains beyond as well as 
the village and ski mountain. Per-
haps you will even get to shake tails 
with some deer, or dodge bear scat 

on the trail. Then hike back and 
recharge with a delicious breakfast 
and coffee from Fuel.

Enjoy an invigorating day on the 
mountain challenging yourself in 
Lost Forest or whizzing down the 
new Forest Flyer alpine coaster. 
Or, enjoy dinner at the Artisian 
in Stonebridge Inn. The Artisian 
is sure to impress every member 
of your family. Our 5-year-old de-
voured his huge bowl of macaroni 

and cheese and informed me that it 
was even better than my homemade 
extra cheesy version. Our foodie 
daughter savored her mahi-mahi 
from the kid’s menu. My certi-
fied organic “Ora-King” salmon, 
Palisade peach and Olathe corn 
relish, herb risotto was so delicious, 
I didn’t offer to share. My husband 
certainly enjoyed his grilled New 
York strip loin.

Snowmass has plenty of spacious 
slopeside condominiums perfect 
for families, with many more new 
lodging offerings coming soon. We 
really enjoyed the balcony of our 
Top of the Village condo. It truly 
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COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
The drive over Independence Pass boasts 
some of the most stunning gold fall colors 
in Colorado. The fall foliage in Snowmass 
itself is also impressive.
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To take in the best views of Snowmass 
take a hike up the Rim trail to the 
Yin-Yang.
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The area to the north of Gateway Canyons 
Resort may have the most vibrant orange 
and red colors in Colorado.
LIANA MOORE | SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

WHERE TO SEE THE FALL LEAVES NEAR THE VAIL VALLEY

LEAF-PEEPING, B3

VAILfrom

$15 Lunch Entrees
$25 Dinner Entrees

50% off select 
bottles of wine223 Gore Creek Dr, Vail, CO 81657 | (970) 763-5470 | whitebisonvail.com



was the top of the village where the 
street dead-ended into the mountain. 
It was spacious and I could imagine 
spending a week there with family.

THROUGH BRECKENRIDGE 
OVER HOOSIER PASS TO 
COLORADO SPRINGS

Once, I actually spent a fair amount 
of time on this pass during peak aspen 
leaf season. A few years back my car 
died here. Phone service is limited 
and I was finally able to make the calls 
I needed by waving my phone about 
in the air. But there is possibly not 
a more beautiful place to be strand-
ed. And, if you get lucky enough, you 
might get to ride with a tow truck 
driver who can enthrall you with 
stories of demolition derby they have 
with the unclaimed broken down ve-
hicles on their lot.

This pass is actually not scary. Drop 
offs are scarce but golden aspens are 
not. This is the back road through 
Breckenridge to Colorado Springs.

For family lodging, plus fun ac-
commodations check out the newish 
Great Wolf Lodge Colorado Springs. 
Your hotel room comes with entry to 
this large indoor water park. From a 
wave pool to a variety of water slides 
it is sure to keep all the kids in the 
family entertained regardless of the 
weather.

GATEWAY CANYONS RESORT
The terrain surrounding Gateway 

Canyons Resort is different from 
the many other mountain towns of 
Colorado. South of Grand Junction 
feels like the middle of nowhere on 
a winding road sandwiched between 
canyons. The area to the north of 
Gateway Canyons Resort has the most 
vibrant orange and red colors of fall 
that I have seen in Colorado. These 
may perhaps be the most unique fall 
colors in Colorado.

Don’t be fooled into thinking there 
won’t be much to do at Gateway 

Canyons Resort just because it is in 
the middle of nowhere; the resort was 
created by John Hendricks, the found-
er of the Discovery Channel.

Where else in the world could you 
view breathtaking canyons from a 
helicopter, play realistic outdoor laser 
tag, ride a horse amongst spectacular 
scenery, relax at the spa, mountain 
bike, hike, see an one-of-a-kind 1954 
Oldsmobile F-88 concept car, take a 
fast sports car out for a drive or learn 
the history of the area from a curator 
of curiosity? Gateway Canyons Resort, 
is a luxury oasis in the middle-of-no-
where, Colorado. Surrounded by 
canyons on all sides this resort is an 
interesting blend of New Mexican de-
sign style and enchanting vistas mixed 
with Colorado colors and locale.

RED MOUNTAIN PASS FROM 
VAIL TO DURANGO

This is a bit longer of a drive from 
Vail but has a couple of spectacular 
mountain pass options. Perhaps the 
most spectacular is Red Mountain 
Pass between Ouray and Silverton. 
I’ve driven Red Mountain Pass in 
the summer, fall and even winter. It 

is perhaps the most scary and most 
beautiful of Colorado mountain pass-
es, so it has to be included on the list. 
If you don’t want to drive the pass, 
you can get to Durango via anoth-
er route. Then take the Durango & 
Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad to 
see some of the most spectacular fall 
colors in Colorado. There are brew 
and wine trains running now, a fall 
photography train Saturday, Sept. 22, 
and Sunday, Sept. 23. Then in Octo-
ber, they offer a Great Pumpkin Patch 
Express.

If you have time to take a while in 
Durango, spend a day to see Mesa 
Verde National Park. I imagine the fall 
colors are beautiful here too. But the 
history is most impressive. Thus UNES-
CO World Heritage Site offers a glimpse 
into the lives of the ancestral Pueblo 
people who made these cliffs their home 
from A.D. 600 to A.D. 1300.

Liana Moore is Chief Mama Blogger 
at Insider Families. She can be reached 
at http://www.insiderfamilies.
com, https://www.instagram.com/
insiderfamilies, http://www.facebook.
com/InsiderFamilies or liana@
insiderfamilies.com.
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The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad wine train ready for passen-
gers to take in the views.

DURANGO & SILVERTON NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD

Bar at 5:00pm • Dining Room at 5:30pm

Closed Mondays & Tuesdays

Complimentary Valet Parking

17 Chateau Lane, Beaver Creek 970-845-8808 
SplendidoRestaurant.com

EXQUISITE 
FROM 
START TO 
FINISH

AT THE CHATEAU

LIVE PIANO ENTERTAINMENT 
NIGHTLY AT 7:00PM

TONIGHT KATHY MORROW

CLAP YOUR HANDS SAY YEAH
SEPT 22

TRACE BUNDY
SEPT 27

ADDI & JACQ
OCT 17

FLAMENCO QUARTET PROJECT  
OCT 9

THE NORDIC FIDDLERS BLOC
NOV 5

FLOR DE TOLOACHE
OCT 25

LO MOON
OCT 30

PASSES & 
TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW!

Discover new bands and performances.
Enjoy, have a drink and explore new music!

7 SHOWS | 7 DRINKS | $125

FALL 2018

LOCATED UNDER THE ICE RINK IN BEAVER CREEK VILLAGE.

970.845.TIXS
VILARPAC.ORG

BOX OFFICE 
970.855.2182

RIVERWALKTHEATER.COM
PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE COMING SOON:

SMALLFOOT, NIGHT SCHOOL

MOVIE TIMES FOR
SEPTEMBER 19-20

BEER GARDEN, PIZZA LOCAL BAVAR-
IAN STYLE PRETZTALS AND MORE 
AWESOME STUFF COMING SOON.

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@RIVERWALKTHEATER

PURCHASE TICKETS @ 
RIVERWALKTHEATER.COM

E D W A R D S ,  C O

RIVERWALKTHEATER.COM

WED-THU 12:50, 3:50

WED-THU 6:35, 9:15

WED-THU 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:15

WED-THU 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:40

WED-THU 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 9:45

CRAZY RICH ASIANS 
(PG-13)

OPERATION FINALE 
(PG-13) 

BLACKKKLANSMAN 
(R)

THE PREDATOR (R) 

THE NUN (R) 

132 Main St  Minturn CO

7am to 4pm

dai ly
breakfast 
lunchO
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